Mandarin Lesson 9

Starting to talk about family



Radical revision




How much of this could you say in Chinese?

* Are you Chinese?

* I’'m not British

* | can speak a little Chinese

* | would like to drink coffee

* | wouldn’t like to drink Chinese tea
e Sorry, may | ask ...

e 315t March



Zhe shi wo. Zhe shi wo laogong. Zhe shi wo baba. Zhe shi wo gégé. Zhe shi wo
|laolao. Zhe shi wo érzi. Na bushi wo mama. Na shi wo géege de laopa.

W06 mama pai zhaopian.



| introduced my family, using the term:

X+&... Zhe shi ... This is ...

In this situation, to say ‘my’ you can just say ‘I":F 1875 (WS mama ) My mother
We looked at the character: 5

On its own in means ‘horse’: ma

But it can be a phonetic for other characters — eg:

5 (ma) (the question-marker)

Or 75 (ma)

(to mean ‘Mum’)

Many family words are doubled: baba (Dad) mama (Mum). In this case the first
character has the tone and the second is weaker (neutral tone).



feall

* For homework | asked you to draw a super-simplified family tree, in
preparation to talk about your family. Prune your family! (Or lie!)

e Just use the same sort of structures that | did.

* If you'd like to freak yourself out, here’s the link to the video on the
family that | showed you:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCFRoILS1jY



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCFRoILS1jY

