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生词 (new vocab)

头 tóu This character means ‘head’.  It’s based on the ‘big man’ radical – but has two marks at the top 

showing the hair.

买 mǎi This character shows a head with a tray on it.  The tray has nothing on it.  The man is going to buy 

things.  It means ‘buy’

卖 mài In this character the tray has 10 things on it.  The number 10 is often used to convey the idea of ‘lots’.  

Because the person has lots of things on their tray, they are in a position to sell. The character means ‘sell’.

If you put ‘buy’ next to ‘sell’ you get the term for ‘trade’ or ‘commerce’: 买卖

电 – diàn - this character means ‘electric’.  It looks like a circuit with cable.

电视 – diànshì - electric vision.  Look at the component 见 in the second character – jiàn, to see, as in: 再见
zàijiàn.  That’s how you know it means ‘vision‘

电脑 - diànnǎo - electric brain.  Look at the 月 component in the second character.  It is the ‘moon/flesh’ 

radical.  Because it means ‘flesh’ it is often used in the names of parts of the body.  Here it means ‘brain’.  An 

electric brain is a computer.



Memorisation.  Can you use the next pages to 

‘drill’ this passage?
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